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CLEVER XID!

RBHAVIK Phttani, 9, Ziana Metha, 8, and Daniel
11, (pictured from tqp down) were
among the star successes in last week's crop of
GCSE restilts.

Daniel, from Shepherd's Bush,
scored an 'A’' grade in GCSE Maths
was 3»:« easy.” Fellow pupil Ziank Metha was
this %amn s youngest whizzkid, achieving a 'C’
grade information and comt unication
technology at the age of seven. Ziana, now
eight, said she was “inspired” by her cousin
Rahin Hirja who passed the exam at nine.
Classmate Bhavik Pattani said he was “quite
proud” to get a 'B' grade in the same ICT
subject. All three are pupils at Ryde College, in
Watford, Herts.

QUEEN'S AWARD FOR YOUTH GROUP

A YOUNG people's group in
Luton, Bedfordshire, has
received special recognition for
its pioneering work.

The Mitalee Youth Association
was among other organisations
recently given a Queen's Award
for Voluntary Service.

The project, whose name
means “friendly unity” in
Bengali, has come a long way
since it began through “sheer
coincidence,” according to
founder Ashuk Ahmed.

The MYA is involved in a
growing number of activities
promoting social inclusion
through the use of sport, media,
drama and mentoring schemes.

The project began in 1984,
when Ashuk and his friends
started to play football in Luton
Football Club car park.

“Some of the players and
managers encouraged us and

allowed us to play there every -

day;” Ashuk said. “They gave us
the use of a portacabin for
indoor games, showers and
changing rooms. After a year, the
youth service gave us a youth
club to use as a drop-in centre. It
all took off from there.”

As well as running a football
team, the organisation has done
a lot of work to combat divisions
in the community, which were
fuelled by last year's anti-terror
raids in Luton. “The area has
suffered from negative publicity

surrounding the Muslim
community since the anti-terror
raids last year. This kind of
image does not help anyone,
and Luton has better
community cohesion than a lot
of other areas, despite the
actions of a very small minority
of people with strong political
views,” Ashuik said.

As part of a mission to bring
communities together, the MYA
formed Diversity FM, a radio
station where everyone can have
asay.

“People can come on air and
tackle issues important to their
own communities. We cater for
all the ethnic groups, including
Indian, Pakistani, Bangladeshi,
Gujarati, Afro-Caribbean and
Irish. Diversity FM provides an
opportunity for people to
integrate and learn about each
other's concerns,” Ashuk

explained.

Every project Mitalee runs is
subject to raising funding from a
wide variety of sources, but the
Queen's Award has given a great
boost to a project. “Getting the
award really raised our profile
and will help us get more funds
in the future,” Ashuk said. “It is
the highest accolade for
voluntary groups, and it is great
that our work has been
recognised.”

The Queen's Award for
Voluntary Service celebrates
outstanding achievements by
groups of volunteers.

To nominate a group for the
2005 Awards, or find out more
information visit
www.queensawardvoluntary.gov
.uk. Entries for the 2005 Award
must be received by 30
September. The winners will be
announced on 2 June 2005.
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